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11-30-11  armed robbery-briarcrest apartments

On 11-30-11 at about 3:47 a.m., Fond du Lac Police were called to a parking lot at the Briarcrest
Apartments at N. Seymour and W. Arndt Streets for a report of an armed robbery that had occurred. The
victim, a 28-year old Fond du Lac man, told officers that he was approached by two subjects described as
white males. Both males allegedly displayed handguns and demanded a ride from the victim. After the
victim refused to give the subjects a ride, one of the suspects took some items from the victim’s wallet and
fled the area on foot. The victim was not injured. Both suspects were described as being in their late teens
or early twenties dressed in all black and also wearing bandanas. No suspects are in custody at this time.
Anyone with information on this or any other crime should contact Lead Detective Steve Kaufman at 920-
322-3725 or Crime Alert 920-322-3740.

11-30-11  tavern robbery suspects make initial court appearance

Two suspects in a Van Dyne tavern robbery have officially made their initial Fond du Lac court appearance
a week after they were arrested. Amanda Verbanac and her sister Nicole Schneider are
charged with armed robbery, battery and armed burglary. They are being held in jail on $50,000 cash bail. A
criminal complaint alleges that factors in the robbery included making a house payment and prescription
drug abuse. Sheriff’s Lieutenant, Cameron McGee, says Verbanac’s husband had reported Tuesday
afternoon that robbers entered their house and stole prescription medication.

11-30-11  "body" found in lake winnebago turns out to be a mannequin

Fond du Lac police are not laughing at what appears to be a sick joke played by someone at Lakeside
Park. Police captain Steve Klein says police received a call shortly before 1pm Wednesday from a person
who spotted what he thought was a body floating in Lake Winnebago off Frazier Point. Klein says it turns
out the object was a mannequin. "Somebody had taken some old clothing and stuffed the clothing with
newspapers," Klein said. Klein says what may be a joke to someone is something that’s taken very
seriously by law enforcement and rescue personnel.

11-30-11  iron ridge man arrested for 8th owi

On Tuesday, November 29, 2011 at 9:48pm Deputy Mike Willmann of the Dodge County Sheriff’s
Department observed a vehicle moving slowly in the parking lot of the Oasis Bar in the village of Rubicon.
After accessing the DOT files, the deputy determined that the registered owner had at least 6 priors for
OWI. The deputy then returned to the area to find that the vehicle had left the parking lot. A short time later
the deputy located the vehicle and observed the driver crossing the center line and as he made a right
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hand turn nearly put the vehicle in the ditch. Deputy Willmann conducted a traffic stop and made contact
with the driver who was identified as Dennis Grosenick, a 59 year old male who lives in the Iron Ridge
area. After conducting standard field sobriety tests, it was determined that Mr. Grosenick was intoxicated. A
preliminary breath test indicated he was nearly 3 times the normal legal limit. As this would be his 8th
offence, his alcohol level was over 10 times the limit set for him. Grosenick is currently being held at the
Dodge County Jail on charges of OWI 8th offence, open intoxicants, and violation of his probation. If
convicted, he could be fined up to $25,000.00 and serve up to 10 years in prison. 

11-30-11  four injured in multiple vehicle crash on hwy 26

A four vehicle accident on Highway 26 in Fond du lac County sent four people to the hospital…two with
serious but non life threatening injuries. Sheriff’s Lieutenant Bill Tadych says at 5:02pm Tuesday the
Sheriff’s Department received a report of a reckless semi traveling northbound on 26 near Willow Creek
Road. Three minutes later a caller reported a multiple vehicle crash on 26 just north of Hollander Drive in
the town of Springvale.  Tadych says the semi tractor struck two vehicles into a guardrail and later burst into
flames.  A fourth vehicle was southbound at the time of the second collision and received damage from
flying debris.   The sheriff’s office is continuing its investigation including the possibility that the semi driver
may have suffered a medical condition prior to the accident. The semi driver 62 year old, John Peckham, of
Nekoosa received minor injuries. The driver of the first car, 53 year old, Jeffrey Theiss, of Appleton received
minor injuries, but his passenger, 75 year old John Lehto of Appleton, received head injuries and was
flown by helicopter to Theda Clark Medical Center. The driver of the second vehicle, 33 year old, Adam
Averbeck, of Oshkosh received serious leg and hip injuries and was flown by Flight for Life helicopter to
Theda Clark Hospital. The driver of the third vehicle, 55 year old, Blaine Priesbusch, of Reeseville was not
injured.

11-30-11  deer harvest up slightly over last year

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — State wildlife officials say hunters killed slightly more deer during this year's
traditional gun hunt compared with last year. The Department of Natural Resources says preliminary
estimates show hunters harvested more than 226,000 deer over the nine-day hunt that concluded Sunday.

11-30-11  fatal chemical spill investigation continues

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Office says the chemicals involved in a fatal industrial accident were used in
the projection screen manufacturing process. The incident happened Monday afternoon at Vivid Image
near Theresa. Sheriff Todd Nehls says the chemicals have been identified as Toluene , Screen Coating
Paint, and Paraloid B-48S. Nehls says five gallon containers of each substance were found tipped over
and empty. Two workers in the plant were overcome by the fumes. Fifty five year old, Roman Torres, of
Horicon was pronounced dead at the scene. Sixty five year old, Thomas Persha, of Horicon was
transported to the hospital where his condition has improved. Nehls says the investigation into the spill
continues.

11-30-11  cash bail set for sisters accused of robbing van dyne tavern

Bail has been set at $50,000 cash each for two sisters who are accused of robbing a Van Dyne tavern.
Judge Peter Grimm ordered the cash bond at a bail bond hearing in Fond du lac County Circuit Court
Tuesday morning for 25 year old Amanda Verbanac and 19 year old Nicole Schneider. The judge noted the
women had been sitting in jail since last Wednesday without making a court appearance. They are
accused of robbing Cooligan’s Tavern in Van Dyne earlier this month and beating the bartender over the
head with a handgun and wooden garden hoe. Prosecuting attorney Scott Mortier told the court Verbanac
needed money to make a house mortgage payment and because of an issue with drugs involving her
husband. The pair is scheduled to officially make their initial appearance Wednesday. A preliminary
hearing for both is scheduled for December 9th. 

11-30-11  man sentenced for running down a deer with snowmobile

WAUPACA, Wis. (AP) — A rural Weyauwega man has been sentenced to eleven years in prison for running
down and killing deer with a snowmobile. Rory Kuenzi (KIN'-zee) will serve the sentence concurrently with
the 23 years he is already serving for killing a pedestrian while driving drunk. He pleaded no contest to
three counts of felony animal mistreatment in the 2009 deer deaths.

11-30-11  beaver dam man sentenced to prison for possession of child porn

A Beaver Dam man convicted on two counts of possession of child pornography is going to prison.
Brandon Alexander was sentenced in Dodge County Circuit Court to three years in prison and four years of
extended supervision and placed on probation for four years.  Five counts were dismissed and read into
the record.

11-30-11  private patient rooms at st agnes hospital

For the first time, private patient rooms will soon be available at Fond du Lac’s Saint Agnes Hospital.
Beginning in January Agnesian HealthCare will unveil the first of 57 private rooms under construction,
Saint Agnes Executive Vice President, Steve Little, says the goal is to have all rooms become private,
single-occupancy rooms and the project is the largest concerted effort to make it a reality. Vice President of
Nursing, Jill Stenson, says from a nursing standpoint the changes mean faster, more efficient
transmission of medical information to providers. Room amenities include large windows with natural
light and upgraded decor, a conversion couch for overnight stays, spa-like custom tiled private bathroom
and shower and a personal refrigerator in every room. The $25 million project involves completion of three
floors of private rooms in the south building as well as renovation of some rooms in the current patient
building at St. Agnes Hospital. A public open house is scheduled from 10am to 1pm on Sunday, January
8th.

11-30-11  no salvation army bell ringers at fleet farm

WAUSAU, Wis. (AP) — Mills Fleet Farm has decided not to allow bell ringers from the Salvation Army to
collect donations outside its stores. Co-President Stewart Mills Jr. says the company will make a donation
to the charity, but that allowing bell ringers could open the floodgates to others who want to use the
company's property.

11-30-11  911 abuse

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Department says an incident this week is another reminder that 911 is a
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number to be wsed for emergency situations only. Sheriff Todd Nehls says at 1:34 Monday morning a 35
year old woman dialed 911 to complain that her husband wanted to leave the bar and would not give her
any money. Nehls says with well over 15,000 911 calls answered by the Dodge County dispatchers
annually, unnecessary calls are a drain on resources and could slow an emergency response to those
who really are in need and have emergencies. Nehls says so far this year the department has fielded 911
calls from people looking for trick or treat hours, hours at the local dump, as well as a young man calling to
report his grandfather cheating at a game of cards. Inappropriate use of 911 may lead to a fine of more
than $300.

11-30-11  disabled youth hit the ice for hockey december 3rd

The Wisconsin Warriors Sled Hockey Team gives youth with disabilities the opportunity to play hockey.
Started in 2007, the team now features about a dozen players from throughout Wisconsin and is always
open to adding new players. The Wisconsin Warriors will take on the Waupun Bantams:

Date: December 3, 2011
Time: 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Where: Waupun Community Center 510 East Spring Street, Waupun

Team members use specially-designed hockey sleds and other specialized equipment to maneuver
around the rink. “This is a great program that gives Wisconsin youth, who otherwise would not be able to
play hockey, a chance to do so,” said Brad Roethlisberger, Wisconsin Warriors head coach.

11-30-11  red kettle campaign

Fond du Lac Salvation Army officials say the need for assistance this holiday season is greater than ever.
The Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign is in full swing. "It actually started two weeks ago on the 11th of
November and we are currently at six percent of our goal,"   Salvation Army spokesperson, Denise
Schaefer, said. The goal is $150,000. Schaefer says volunteers are needed to man the kettles. If you want
to volunteer you may call the Salvation Army at 923-8220.

11-30-11  marian university homeland security symposium

Marian University’s Institute for Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness is hosting the Third
Annual Homeland Security Symposium on Tuesday, December 6 from 8:30 a.m. -4:15 p.m. at Whispering
Springs Golf Club in Fond du Lac. This year’s theme is “Building Community Resilience: A Practical
Approach” and the keynote speaker will be Major General Warren Edwards (Ret), director of the
Community and Regional Resilience Institute (CARRI) in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. The mission of CARRI is
to develop and share critical paths communities may take to strengthen their ability to prepare for, respond
to, and rapidly recover from significant man-made or natural disasters with minimal downtime of basic
community, government, and business services. CARRI supports communities in their resilience building
efforts and works with state, regional and national stakeholders to create incentives and support for
community resilience. A discussion, featuring a panel consisting of Governor Scott McCallum, Nadav
Morag, Ph.D., Naval Postgraduate School, Rick Meyers, Colorado Springs Police Department along with
former Milwaukee Fire Chief, Doug Holton, currently the associate dean of Human and Protective Services
at Madison Area Technical College is scheduled. Dr. Michelle Majewski, Dean of the School of Criminal
Justice and Director of Marian’s Institute for Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness states, “We
are especially pleased to be able to bring such a distinguished group of professionals to Fond du Lac for
this year’s symposium. This is an opportunity for interested individuals to learn more about community
resiliency and the work being done on this topic. One of the goals of this symposium is to assist
individuals with identifying concrete steps toward helping their respective community assess the level of
resilience and to put a plan in place for enhancing community resiliency.” Interested individuals may
register online no later than Thursday, December 1 at www.marianuniversity.edu/hssymposium and
completing the online form. The registration fee for this event is $20.00 and it includes lunch. Space is
limited.

11-30-11  winter parking restrictions

The City of Fond du Lac Police Department and the Department of Public Works is taking this opportunity
to remind the members of the community that the WINTER PARKING RESTRICTIONS are now in effect.
Parking from November 15th to March 15th is restricted between the hours of 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. On
EVEN NUMBERED DAYS, starting at 8:00 p.m. parking is restricted to the EVEN side of the street. On ODD
NUMBERED DAYS, starting at 8:00 p.m. parking is restricted to the ODD side of the street. Any METERED
AREA is still restricted to 60 minutes between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. This ordinance
overrides all other on-street parking restrictions where parking is allowed. Please remind family, friends
and overnight guests of these restrictions as violations can be costly. Thank you for your cooperation. If you
have any questions please call the shift commander at 322-3710.

11-30-11  fdl county sheriff's department law of the month

Although the official start of winter this year is not until December 22, Wisconsin likely will be hit with the
usual onslaught of ice, snow, and limited visibility that makes driving difficult-if not impossible-at times. To
survive treacherous winter driving conditions, motorists must be patient and follow common-sense
precautions. When there's ice or snow, many motorists skid off the road or crash because they were
driving too fast for conditions. The posted speed limits are for dry pavement, and those speeds may be
hazardous when roads are slick. The slogan ‘Snow Means Slow’ also applies to four-wheel drive and
other heavy duty vehicles, which need ample distance for stopping on slippery roads, just like other
vehicles. A citation for driving too fast for conditions Wis.Stat.346.57(3) costs $213.10 with four demerit
points. Winter weather also can limit visibility, so drivers must remove all frost, ice and snow from their
vehicle’s windows. You must be able to see in all directions at all times to avoid crashes. Clearing only a
small patch on a windshield or rear window is not sufficient. Clearing snow and ice from the lights, hood
and roof also helps improve visibility and safety. According to state law, a vehicle’s windshield, side wings,
and side and rear windows must be kept clear at all times Wis.Stat. 346.88(4). Violating this law costs
$175.30 with two demerit points assessed on the driver’s record. During severe winter storms, the wisest
decision often is to stay put and not drive. Our officers frequently respond to vehicles in the ditch and chain-
reaction crashes when there was no real need for the drivers to be on the road at all. Slowed or stalled
traffic on slippery roads also delays snowplows and tow trucks that are trying to get the roads cleared. To
minimize the dangers of winter driving follow these safety tips:
Always wear your seat belt even if traveling a short distance. You and your passengers absolutely need
this protection even in low speed “fender-bender” collisions.
Watch for slippery bridge decks. They ice up quicker than adjacent pavement.
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11-30-11  help stock the food pantry shelves

“All we need now is the community to join us for lunch!,” explains Empty Bowls co-chair, Mike Feudner. Join
the Leadership FDL Alumni Group for the annual Empty Bowls fundraiser on Wednesday, December 7,
2011 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Ramada Plaza Hotel. Proceeds from the luncheon will help fill the
shelves at area food pantries. Just $15 will buy a satisfying meal of soup, bread and dessert as well as a
ceramic bowl created by area art students. “The need to support our local food pantries is vital,” states
Feudner. “The Leadership FDL Alumni Group and area businesses and schools have joined efforts to
bring awareness and resources to those who go hungry everyday.” Broken Bread coordinator, Roxanne
Burkhardt, reported that every Friday more than 225 families come to them to receive food. This equals
approximately 1,100 individuals who benefit from the resources being donated to the pantry. Similarly, the
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Fond du Lac County understands that the need for assistance throughout the
local community continues to grow. “St. Vincent de Paul volunteers regularly visit the homes of those in
need and provide food vouchers to local grocery stores,” stated Jack Braun, Vice President of the St.
Vincent de Paul Society of Fond du Lac County. “Assistance with food is one of our priorities, especially as
over 50% of those helped are children under the age of 18. “ In addition, the Fondy Food Pantry is
extremely appreciative to again be one of the recipients of the Empty Bowls community fundraiser. “We
plan to put the money to great use not only with our traditional food boxes for families, but also with our
new Food for Thought program, which feeds 300 children in need every weekend during the school year,”
explains Sarah Zimmerman, President of the Fondy Food Panty Board of Directors. As with many
organizations struggling in today’s economy, the need for donations has never been greater and the Empty
Bowls fundraiser continues to make a huge impact. “One of my favorite parts about the Empty Bowl event
is the hand made ceramic bowl you receive at the luncheon,” stated Zimmerman. “The bowl gives people
a visual reminder every day about the importance of helping to feed the hungry”. Additional pantries
benefiting from the luncheon include the Solutions Center, Loaves and Fishes and the Salvation Army.

11-30-11  agnesian healthcare lovelight campaign

The Agnesian HealthCare Foundation has kicked off its annual 2011 Love Light fund drive. This year’s
drive is being led by co-chairpersons, Tammy Waidelich and Lori Tschetter. Proceeds from the Love Light
fund drive will benefit Agnesian HealthCare’s Grief Relief program, which provides a safe place where
children, teens and their families can grieve openly and share experiences as they move through the grief
process in a supportive environment of their peers. The Grief Relief program meets twice monthly in the
lower level of the Fond du Lac Regional Clinic West building, 912 S. Hickory Street in Fond du Lac. Age-
appropriate toys are available for younger children; art supplies for art therapy are available as well.  Grief
Relief also offers suicide support as well as a support group for widows/widowers on Wednesdays.
Individuals can support Love Lights by purchasing a light in honor of someone they wish to remember or
celebrate during the holiday season. This light will shine on the beautifully lit evergreen in front of Agnesian
HealthCare. The cost is $10 per person. The names of those honored and remembered will be displayed
through the holiday season in the St. Agnes Hospital and Fond du Lac Regional Clinic lobby areas. Love
Lights can be purchased at both the hospital and clinic information desks, 430 E. Division Street. The 2011
Love Light Tree Lighting Ceremony is scheduled at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 14 at the St.
Agnes Hospital lobby. For more information on this year’s Love Light project, call the Agnesian HealthCare
Foundation at (920) 926-4959.

11-30-11  seibel family christmas concert

The Seibel Family Christmas Concert will be presented this year at the Fond du Lac Performing Arts
Center at Fond du Lac High School on Saturday December 17 at 1:00 PM and 6:00 PM. The 1:00 PM
Concert will benefit St. Vincent DePaul Charities and the 6:00 PM concert will benefit The Salvation Army
Christmas Campaign. Tickets are available starting on Sunday, November 26 at Reach Out Books which
is located at 221 Peters Avenue in Fond du Lac. “The performance is free to the public,” says Tom Seibel,
“and the donations that result from it are our gift to both St. Vincent DePaul and The Salvation Army.” The
group will also be performing at The Washington County Fair Grounds the evening of December 10. The
Salvation Army will “Deck the Halls” with red kettles and charming bell ringers encouraging support to the
Salvation Army Christmas campaign. Sponsoring the event for The Salvation Army will be Charter
Communications, Bank Mutual, Marchant Schmidt Inc., Jack’s Team Sports, and Tighe Roofing
Contractors. Tickets will go quickly, and those who wish to attend are encouraged to get them early. Tickets
are ONLY available at Reach Out Books. 
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